                                                    Children's  Ministry Committee Minutes

                                                                   November 11, 2009

Our Vision: We will prepare our children to go out into the world as Christians.

Attendees:  Cathy Black , elder ; Lauren Balletto; Rachel Boeckenhauer ; Linda Smith- Gregory ,Sunday School Superintendent;Erin Parraz; and  Pastor Caressa Murray.

.

 The meeting  was opened with prayer ; a devotional titled “Go for the Gold.” .Scripture reading was Galations 6:4-5.    We discussed the value  of a positive attitude and  the importance of starting  each  day off in a joyful manner.   

Birth to Three Ministry

  Mommy and Me Group will be taking a break until the New Year. They are exploring alternative times to meet and looking at perhaps Sunday mornings during Sunday School . Katy Grady is  putting together a blog to encourage communication  and support between members.

Sunday School/Children's Chapel /J.A.M

Active Parenting Sunday School class continues with a lot of interest and regular attendance. Jane Markley has joined Sandy Dwyer in leading these weekly sessions. This committee approved the job description/ covenant form for the Youth Assistants participating in  Children's Chapel. Special thanks to Caressa and Linda for developing this form.  We have scheduled a training session January 10th 2010 for  Children`s Chapel Worship/ Story leaders and Youth Assistants. Volunteers are still needed for our Wednesday night Jesus and Me  / JAM program. 

 .

Upcoming Intergenerational Sunday School

The next  Intergenerational Sunday School will be December 27th. Children's Ministry will assist with  the refreshments and a simple children led contribution to the program. Cathy to organize the CMT contribution towards this event. 

Saturday Family Fellowship

November's Family Fellowship activity  is a Potluck fellowship and Games evening November 14th from 5:30- 7:30 pm. Lauren and Cathy will organize this event. We have put in a request for youth  childcare assistance for this evening .Children will be making Christmas cards for December's visit to a local nursing facility. Our December Fellowship Event will be Sunday  December 13th from 4:00- 6:00 pm  for caroling in the community including a visit to Regency Village. There will be refreshments in Bouton Hall upon our return. Cathy will contact the Wednesday morning group re preparing refreshments.  The congregation is welcome to join us for this festive activity .Cathy will contact Regency Village to confirm the  visit.

Communications

 We welcome Tacy King to our communication's team. She will be assisting with WPC newsletter submissions.  Starting January there will be an on line calendar for youth and children that one can download to your own   personal electronic  system. 

Children's Music Ministry

January 13th  2010 will start the Wednesday night practices for the Children's musical message component of the  Feb. 28th Children Led Service. There will be a Parent's Mtg the night of the first practice. .Laureen Balletto will be the Children's Ministry  liaison to this team.

Plans for 2010

Janet Allison, Parent Educator and Family Coach, has offered to a Parenting workshop early January. Janet lives on the northwest coast but will be visiting her parents Bud and Jeanne Allison ,WPC members,  during that time. The committee supports proceeding with exploring this opportunity . Cathy to follow up with Janet Allison.

     Bible and Me Classes  are scheduled during Sunday School hour  April 11- May 16th 2010 for 2nd graders.  Get Ready Get Set Worship will be same dates and times for 3rd graders. PreK/K/ Grade 1 will be doing Pray and Play Bible during that time. We would like to offer a Human Sexuality Workshop for Grades 2 to 5 children and their parents possibly in June. Times and Dates to be determined. Curriculum is currently available if parents want to start or review independently. We are looking at a Come to the Table/ Communion  and Come to the Water / Baptism workshops to be scheduled for two  Sunday afternoon early 2010. 

Children's Advent Activities

 Children's Advent Calendar was presented and approved. Children will have their own Lesson and Carols on December 13th during both services in the Education Wing. We will be learning 4 carols and at stations enjoy related activities and games. Volunteers are needed to assist   January 3rd  the Children  will learn about the meaning behind the  12 Days of Christmas through fun activities during Sunday School Hour . This will not be an Intergenerational Sunday School like initially planned. 

Childcare Staff

Kristen Green will be resigning from her position at the end of the year. We are very excited for her in  following her career en devours in Corpus Cristi but she will be missed at WPC. We are planning a small appreciation presentation to her December 13th . We have already started actively looking for another individual.

Meeting was closed with prayer by Pastor Caressa

 Next Meeting is December 16 , 2009.  Plan- Completed Children Ministry Team assignments for 2010.

Respectfully Submitted by Cathy Black, Children's Ministry Elder

